MLA 8" Edition
Works Cited Quick Reference Guide

You will list your references at the end of
your paper, on a separate page titled
Works Cited.

Your list of citations will be double
spaced. Do not put an extra space in
between citations. (The examples on this
page are not double spaced.)

Indent a half inch after the first line of the
citation. (This is a hanging indent.)

Alphabetize the Works Cited page by
authors’ last names. If an author’s name is
not listed, you will alphabetize by the first
word of the title.

= (Capitalize all important words in the title.

= Ifyou have two or more works by the
same author, order entries alphabetically
by title.

= This guide does not cover all the
guidelines for creating MLA style
citations. For further questions, see
mla.org and MLA Handbook for Writers of
Research Papers, 7th ed.

Source: “Formatting a Research Paper”
located at https://style.mla.org/formatting-
papers/ and MLA Handbook for Writers of
Research Papers, 7th ed.

Books

Book with one author

Morton, Oliver. Eating the Sun: How Plants Power the Planet. HarperCollins
Publishers, 2008.

Book with two authors

Kilmeade, Brian, and Don Yaeger. George Washington’s Secret Six: The Spy Ring that
Saved the American Revolution. Sentinel, 2013.

Book with three or more
authors

Hughes, John, et al. Computer Graphics: Principles and Practice. Addison-Wesley, 2014.

An edition of a book

Santos, Rachel. Crime Analysis with Crime Mapping. 3rd ed., Sage Publishing, 2013.

An anthology

Pinsky, Robert, editor. The Best of the Best American Poetry. Scribner, 2013.

A work in an anthology

Eggers, Dave. “The Man at the River.” The Best American Essays 2014, edited by Robert
Atwan, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014.

An entry in a reference
book

Muir, John Kenneth, editor. “Buffy the Vampire Slayer.” The Encyclopedia of
Superheroes on Film and Television, McFarland, 2004.

eBook from a library
database

Rabkin, Eric S. The Fantastic in Literature. Princeton UP, 1976. EBSCOhost eBook
Collection, search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=
946952&site=ehost-live.
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Periodicals

Article from a magazine Grossman, Lev. “The Candy-Colored Ninja Doodle Angry Flappy Baby.” Time, vol.
185, no. 23, 22 June 2015, pp. 52-57.

Article from a newspaper Evans, Everett. “HISD Begins New Arts Program.” Houston Chronicle, 28 Aug.
2015, p. B1+.

Article from a scholarly Gouveia, Sidney, et al. “Forest Structure Drives Global Diversity of Primates.”

periodical Journal of Animal Ecology, vol. 83, no. 6, Nov. 2014, pp. 1523-30.

Article from a library Evering, Lea Calvert, and Gary Moorman. “Rethinking Plagiarism in the Digital

database Age.” Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, vol. 56, no. 1, Sept. 2012, pp.

35-44. Academic Search Complete, doi: 10.1002/JAAL.00100.

Anonymous article "The Value of a College Degree." New York Times Upfront, 6 Oct. 2014, p. 5.

Resources Found on the Web

Online periodical Tett, Gillian. “Economists’ Tribal Thinking.” The Atlantic, 1 Sept. 2015,
www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2015/09/economists-tribal-
thinking/403075/

Online government United States Dept. of Health and Human Services. “Alcohol Use and Your Health.”

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 25 July 2016,

publication www.cdc.gov/alcohol/ fact-sheets/alcohol-use.htm.
Online video Bozeman Science. “A Tour of the Cell.” YouTube, 24 Feb. 2012,
www.youtube.com/watch?v=17Z9pqST72is.
Online book Fitzgerald, F. Scott. This Side of Paradise. Scribner, 1920. Project Gutenberg,
www.gutenberg.org/files/805/805-h/805-h.htm.
Tweet @smithsonian. “We found a important use for the 1,000 samples of whale earwax

in our collection: waxy time capsules of ocean data.” Twitter, 7 Feb. 2017,
6:36 a.m., twitter.com/smithsonian/status/828975608805859329.

Blog entry Wolfram, Catherine. “The Future of (Not)Driving.” Berkeley Blog, U of California,
Berkeley, 17 May 2016, blogs.berkeley.edu/2016/ 05/17 /the-future-of-
not-driving/.

Parenthetical Documentation

= Use parenthetical documentation to give = Ifyou are using two or more works by the same
credit to another person’s quotes or ideas author, include part of the title in the
that are in the text of your paper. parenthetical documentation. For example,

= Atthe end of the text you are citing, add (Fitzgerald, Paradise 57).

parentheses and include the first part your = Ifyouincluded the author’s name when
citation, which is usually the author’s name, paraphrasing, you need only include the page
followed by the page number. For example, number in parentheses. For example: Smith
(Santos 103). acknowledges this view...(245).
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